
organ ic topso il o r muck o ften is embedded wlth fall n tr s. In ~ome cases 

the organ ic materlal ov e rly ing the mIneral S011 bas IS several f t thick, 

mak ng it d i ff ic ult f or n e w plan ts and trees to grow Th d ep muck 5 not 

only very mOist, but has a h i gh acid cont nt, pr imarily tann ic acid from 

decay i ng plant mat erlals . 

1. Bog Land Conv ersi on to Agr ic u lture and Forestry 

Bog lands i n Wash ington , Hyd e, Tyrrell Pa squ otank, and Currituck 

Counties are be i ng co nverted to agricultural u.e Oth r large tracts, in 

Dare and Tyrrell Count ie s, are being managed an d develop e d for sustained 

y i eld forestry by pulp and paper c o mp anies. 

With n the tracts being d eveloped there are "dead spots" or places 

where the organ i c top so i l is too d ee p to p e rm it adequate agrIcultural or 

forest use . Forest development usuall y inv olv es d i gging a series of drainage 

canals to lower the wat er tabl e, wi th the s po il from the d i gging used as a 

road base to prov d e acc es wa y s . Once a dra inage system has been con -

structed, seeding, plant lng , and t I mb er cutting progra ms designed to produce 

a constant t im b er su pp ly can be op erated. 

Good growths o f p ine c an be ob tained from well dra ine d bog lands. 

Pulp and paper c ompan ies hav e a h eavy d eman d for s o ftwo od s, therefore the 

ava i labil i ty of a good su ppl y i n th e area I i mpo rtant to the large mIlls 

nearby . Bog us e d for t imber land under i ntens i v e management can prO VI d e 

a good refug e for the larg e gam e f ound there naturally, such as deer and 

bear . 

Bog convert e d to agr icultural use must not have a d ee p organic top 

layer . Agr i cultur al land s are claimed in much the same way that forest 

lands are brought und er in t ensive management, e x ce pt that after dlgg ln g 

dra inage ways and bUlld i ng access road s, further treatment is necessary 

First th e land must be cleared of tre es, scrub growth stump s, and embe dd ed 

wood . Then th e s o il is typically treated with heavy amounts of lime to 

combat th e h i gh natural acid i ty . If a very large number of embedded trees 

and stumps lie n the muck la yer, the land is not sUltable for cultivation, 

but i s som e t imes used for pastur e. Bog lands converted to agriculture are 

of l i ttle value as wi ldlife refuge areas 

2 . Bog Land Conservat i on 

Based on th e plans announ ce d by the major corporate I nterests that 

own bog land i n the region, it seems safe to assume that it is only a matt r 

of time until all of the bog is dev el oped for agriculture, forestry, or 

some oth er use . The dr ai nag e characterlstics of this unique wetland are 

being p ermanently altered by the d evelopments already under way If it is 

deemed adv isable to retain natural tracts of bog 1n the regton as wildlife 

refug e areas, then i t is not too early to considpr how th.s can be done. 
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